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THe ROLE OF “THE NATIONAL.” 


One of the most hopeful signs of the changing 
conditions at the present time is the resumption b 
the National V.M.A., of its normal functions, whic 
have necessarily been in abeyance during the ab- 
sence of so large a proportion of its members. 

In our issue of last week, Prof. Wooldridge de- 
scribed the action of The National V.M.A. with 
regard to insurance companies’ fees, and asked local 
societies to take certain steps to strengthen the 
hands of the central body. In the same number 
Mr. Roach, the President of the Western Counties 
V.M.A., asked other local societies for information 
concerning County Council fees and mileage. He 
did not mention the “ National,” to which his own 
society is affiliated; but obviously the ‘ National” 
could be quite as useful in dealing with County 
Councils as with Insurance Companies. It is more 
than questionable whether the Council R.C.V.S. 
would concern itself with either question, and 
reasons can be advanced against such action. The 
‘* National” could undertake both; and, with its 
organisation, should be a much more effective in- 
strument for any such work than the College 
Council. 

A uniform scale of fees throughout the country 
covering all the requirements of general practice is 
a more than doubtful proposition: the difficulties 
of establishing such a scale are great. Uniformity 
as regards some special branches, such as County 
Council or Insurance work seems much more 
feasible. The “ National,’ from its extensive local 
connections, could do- excellent work towards this 
end; but in this, as in all questions of fees, the 
support of the profession is essential. It is 
necessary to be made clear that the “ National ”’ is 
representative of all the societies. Prof. Wooldridge 
indicates that some difficulty on this score has 
already arisen in the negotiations upon insurance 
fees, and offers useful suggestions to remove it. 
The same point might arise with County Councils, 
and could * met in the same way. At present the 
‘‘ National” is not unassailable in this respect, but 
the local societies could soon make it so. 

Another difficulty may prove much more serious. 
This is what Prof. Wooldridge euphemistically 
calls “ lack of united action on the part of some 
members, and of veterinary surgeons not members 
of the association or its branches.’ This factor 


may not have much, if indeed any, effect as regards 
County Councils; but it is clear that it must be 
reckoned with as regards Insurance Companies. 
The first and best method of dealing with it is by 
working to increase the strength and influence of 
The National and all its branches. 


Tar Reatster R.C.V.S. 


Copies of the Register for the current year are 
now issued. Like its predecessor, it is a “ war” 
issue, Shorn of much of the supplementary infor- 
mation which we have grown accustomed to look 
for in late years; but it is hoped that next year 
there will be a return to better conditions. The 
number of names registered is 3359, against 3381 
of the last issue; and this includes 22 names of 
members whose present address is unknown to the 
Registrar. Members who can assist in the matter 
are asked to send the information to 10 Red Lion 
Square. In this connection it should be remember- 
ed that entry on the Register—not the possession 
of the diploma—is the legal evidence of qualification 
to practise (V.S. Act 1881, Sec. 9). 

The list of members admitted since last issue con- 
tains 44 names: and the obituary list has 67 names, 
of which 16 were deaths while “on service.”’ There 
are also the names of Prof. A. Degive, and Prof. A. 
Liautard, Honorary Associates R.C.V.S. 

Recent reports of Council meetings show the 
probability of an increasing number of entries of 
students at the Veterinary Colleges, but obviously, 
several years must elapse before there can be any 
material increase of practitioners on the Register. 

Register ITI—* Existing Practitioners,” shows a 
decrease from 145 to 137 during the year, a rate 
which has shown little change for the past five 
years. 


ON PROPAGANDA WORK. 

The very interesting address by Mr. J. W. 
McIntosh on “ The situation of Veterinary Politics,” 
and the discussion which followed, may well point 
a moral, and I think one can hardly emphasize too 
strongly some of the comments made by Professor 
Macqueen. 

General complaints about the social position of 
the profession leave me quite cold. I can remem- 


‘ber to have heard the same things nearly ao | 
l 


years ago. The forms change but they are a 
fundamentally the same. It appears actually that 
the social position of the veterinary profession is 
precisely that of any other profession, which is, that 
each individual member's social position is only 
personal to himself. 

The political position is a very different matter 
indeed. In this sense the profession in France (1 
mention that country because I have been resident 
there for thirteen years) occupies a very good 
position indeed. 

The position in most of our colonies is very satis- 
factory, and in Australia, in New Zealand and in 
Canada, the profession has a great deal of influence. 
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The political position in the United Kingdom 
seems to be generally admitted to be very unsatis- 
factory. I am one of those who believe our politi- 
cal position in this country to be entirely bad, and 
our influence very small ; and I attribute this to the 
apparent fact that our existence is almost unknown 
to the public. To lead the life of a hermit is a lux- 
ury one must pay for sooner or later, and our gen- 
eral policy of obscurity has already pushed us to 
the verge of bankruptcy, and will, if continued, put 
us over the edge. 

I agree with Prof. Macqueen that to blame the 
Council is unjust, since that body has no power in 
this particular matter except in the elimination of 
unfit elements, and in that matter it seems to be 
perfectly capable and zealous. 

Prof. Macqueen said ‘‘ What was required was 
propaganda work.” I believe that to be the root 
of the whole matter, since every profession { except 
our own ) and every institution (except our own ) 
appears to advertise itself constantly, by means of 
printers’ ink or with the aid of artists’ work. 

Daring my lifetime I have seen only one solitary 
account in the press of any British Veterinary Col- 
lege, which could be called in the least instructive 
or attractive to the public. This was a small 
article in the Cornhill Magazine (1 think in 1882 ) 
on the work of the Royal Veterinary College, 
London. It was somewhat sketchy, but was well 
written, and illustrated with some good drawings 
by Corbould, the well known animal artist and 
illustrator. After that brief incursion into public 
life we subsided once more into more or less ob- 
livion, and none of our Colleges or Veterinary estab- 
lishments appear since to have imagined that the 
general public would be at all interested to hear 
anything about them. 

The Army Veterinary Service is, and always has 
been equally a bad example, and this is further 
emphasised by the fact that most other branches 
of the Army have been constant subjects for the 
press and the illustrator, while it alone avoids the 
limelight. 

Prof. Macqueen says we must first induce mem- 
bers of the profession to take an interest in it them- 
selves. That is quite evidently the first thing 
necessary, and if they did so, and took a pride and 
a pleasure in the profession as such, they might 
also find a pleasurein taking the public into their 
ae by means of every kind of propaganda 
work. 

The danger of advocating propaganda work is its 
tendency to assume a spasmodic type. It should 
not consist of one spasm, such as happened in 1882, 
and then be dropped for thirty seven years. It is 
better to at once fall in with modern habits, and 
conduct our propaganda work in the various ways 
and with the constancy so admirably exhibited by 
most other professions. 

At the present moment it is not too much to say, 
that the work of our Army Service, our Civil service, 
and our educational establishments, is to all intents 
and purposes unknown even to a large number of 
members of the profession. The dull reports occa- 


sionally issued are unfitted, and apparently not 


intendedjfor ordinary consumption, and arefinYany 
case seldom if ever read by anyone but the writers, 
and the printers. 

The nature of our work, its vitally humanising 
interests, and its very picturesque surroundings, 
give us an opportunity forpossibly far more attrac- 
tive propaganda than can, in the nature of things, 
be enjoyed by almost any other profession. We 
have, and always have had the most priceless 
opportunities, of which, if we had ever taken even 
a small advantage we should certainly not now be 
complaining of lack of political influence or of pub- 
lic appreciation and sympathy _ 

The big public, either in this country or any 
other, cannot show understanding of, and sympathy 
with, persons or institutions which do not plainly 
reveal themselves and their work in the daylight. 
A general public is always big hearted, and is always 
highly appreciative of courage and sincerity, but 
wants to be told all about things, and is not inter- 
ested in hermits, or in institutions in back streets 
with closed doors, and hermetically sealed museums. 
Probably the greatest opportunity we ever had oc- 
curred during the late war. 

We had the most emphatic lead given to us. 
The French Army, quite early in the war, engaged 
a large number of well known artists, and as a 
result the republic now possesses an enormous 
collection of invaluable drawings and paintings 
dealing with every phase of Army life in war time. 
So far as our own, and medical services are con- 
cerned these may be divided into three sections. 


1. Pathological and surgical drawings and 
paintings. 

2. Paintings and drawings illustrative of work 
in the field, in hospitals and transport, 

3. Portraits of distinguished officers and men. 


I quote the French Army because it certainly has 
the largest collection of the kind in the world; but 
the same thing has been done more or less by all 
the civilised (and some of the uncivilised ) armies 
engaged. 

In our own Army the R.A.M.C., more than three 
years ago, commenced the same kind of work. The 
result is that although they do not possess the 
number of works owned by the medical department 
of the French Army, they have a large number of 
very fine ones. I have personally examined many 
of them, and we have certainly never before had 
anything like them in this country in point of merit 
or scientific importance. 

Also, in our own Army, official artists were en- 
gaged who have profusely illustrated the work of 
apparently every branch of the service except our 
own. Many of these have already been exhibited 
to the public at special shows. A large number of 
these pictures will be preserved in the Imperial 
War Museum, and will be for all time of great his- 
toric value and interest. 

One may well ask What have we done in thisim- 
portant matter ? How shall we be represented in the 
Imperial War Museum? And what pathological and 
surgical drawings and paintings have we to com- 
pare in any way with those of the R.A.M.C. 
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1 think I am correct in stating that in this 
instance we fully acted up to our ancient traditions 
by doing nothing whatever. So our most recent 
and priceless opportunity for propaganda goes to 
join the ghosts of our many other lost chances. 

So our pathological and surgical progress receives 
no kind of emphasis in accordance with modern 
methods, either with the public or ourselves. 

The only pictorial records of the innumerable 
interesting conditions obtaining during the war, 
probably consist of a few amateur drawings 
privately owned. 

It is now a matter of common knowledge that 
the most impressive of all propaganda work is done 
by means of pictures. Both the educated and the 
uneducated find their attention arrested immed- 
iately by vigorous and live drawings or paintings. 
A general understanding of the whole subject is 
taken in at once, and more or less indelibly fixed on 
the memory. 

Written or verbal descriptions of our work are 
also indispensable, but they can never impress the 
public mind in the same degree as a vivid pictorial 
representation of that work actually taking place 
does. Further, written or verbal descriptions can 
only reach a very small public, however energe- 
tically they may be issued. A picture has the lar- 
gest public of anything in the world, and appeals 
(in varying degrees according to their temperament ) 
to all sorts and conditions of men, from the Arch- 
hishop of Canterbury to the ragpicker. 

We need not have the slightest fear of public 
opinion, or of over-educating the people (which 
would indeed be difficult) ; but accurate knowledge 
of ourselves and our work is greatly needed in many 
directions, and it is urgently needed in one direc- 
tion where it is highly important there should no 
longer continue to be so great a lack of it, and that is 
in the House of Commons. 

’ This is not the fault of the House of Commons, 
it is entirely and absolutely due to our own tradi- 
tional apathy. Had we been in the habit of allow- 
ing the public to know the ordinary, and interesting 
facts connected with ourselves, our work, our pro- 
gress and our hopes, we should not only have gained 
greatly in influence, but we should have no miserably 
financed colleges, no need of crying to the already 
much harassed State for help, and no danger of 
losing that most priceless thing of all—our inde- 
pendence. 

Henry C. WILKIE, F.R.C.V.S., F.Z.S. 


SALE OF ARMY HORSES : AN EXPERIENCE. 


On the 28th of March there was a sale of repa- 
triated army horses at Haywards Heath, the 
animals having only arrived in this country from 
France about 14 days previously. Amongst the 
consignment was a brown mare about 15 hands, a 
good looking animal in fine condition, not lame, 
and judging by the mark of harness on the shoulders 
evidently a good worker. Asa client of mine 


wanted such an animal for his dog-cart he looked 
her over, and as he could see nothing the matter 


with her decided to buy her at the auction sale. 
He had previously tried to find out from the atten- 
dant soldiers and the officer in charge if she was 
all right, but of course they could give no information 
as the horses had only been in the country a few 
days, and had been handed over to them for the 
purpose of the sale. My client purchased her at 
the auction for 38 guineas ; the only warranty with 
any of the animals being the freedom from any 
contagious disease— no guarantee of soundness 
was given. 

Next morning I was requested to see the mare, 
because after a short distance in the saddle she had 
bled from the nose. Examining her some little 
time after her return, I found that the Schneiderian 
membrane was very much injected, the tempera- 
ture was 102, the pulse about 52; but the animal 
did not look ill, and she fed well. Some simple 
treatment was prescribed and the mare was nor- 
mal in two days time, whereupon walking exercise 
for a quarter of an hour twice a day was ordered. 

On the eighth day after the sale she was taken out 
of the stable, walked for 50 yards, then trotted for 
say a quarter af a mile when she suddenly came to 
a standstill with blood pouring out of both nostrils, 
and also the mouth when she coughed; the flanks 
heaved, the mare was greatly distressed. Theblood 
was bright scarlet, and very profuse for some time. 
On auscultating the lung there were loud, vibrating 
thonchi of various sorts, mostly low-pitched and 
piping. 

The mare is absolutely useless. I cannot re- 
collect meeting with any similar case, and I should 
be much obliged if anyone who has served over in 
France will write stating whether the symptoms 
indicate that the mare has been “ gassed.” 

My client feels very sore about purchasing such a 
useless, deceptive horse. If the animal had been 
lame, or had a big leg, or been broken winded, it 
would have been different, but the fact that the 
horses came from France indicated that they had 
been working over there, and as a matter of fact all 
the rest have, as far as one knows, turned out quite 
satisfactory. The condition may, or may not have 
been in evidence in France, but presuming it had 
been, one would have thought the authorities would 
hardly have sanctioned the transportation to this 
country for the purpose of selling. 

Henry 


Haywards Heath, April 7. 


MIDLAND COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 
| Nationa V.M.A.— NortTHERN Brancu. 


The annual meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Birmingham, on Friday, Feb. 28th. The president Mr. 
John Malcolm, of Birmingham, was absent on account 
of indisposition, and Mr. J. Martin, Wellington, the 
senior vice-president, took the chair in his et There 
were also .present: Messrs T. H. L. Duckworth, 
Ashbourne; J. J. Burchnal), Loughborough; T. 
Chambers, Dudley ; W. H. Brooke, Handsworth ; F. L. 
Gooch, Stamford; R. C. Trigger, Newcastle-under- 
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Lyne ; J. Young, Birmingham ; J. Cormack, Coventry; 
O. Powle , Sutton Coldfield ; W. E. Ison, Atherstone 
J. W. Conchie, Kidderminster ; and the Hon. Sec. Mr. 
H. J. Dawes, West Bromwich. 

Apologies for non-attendance were announced from 
Prof. Dewar, Messrs F. B. O. Taylor, T. J. Brain, W. 
Trigger, C. S. Hunting, W. Tart, J. R. A. Jones, R. 
Cockburn, L. W. Heelis, H. L. Pemberton, A. B. Forsyth, 
W. Grasby, H.S. Reynolds, H. B. Hiles, T. Ludlow, 
8. J. Marriott, R. Hughes, J. R. Carless, and J. Deville, 
and others. 

The President wrote : 

“T regret I cannot be at the meeting today, as the 
doctor forbids. Since our last meeting, our society has 
lost one of its pillars by the decease of Mr. W. Stanley 
Carless, of Worcester. He had taken a prominent part 
in the Society in connection with matters bearing on 
the well-being of the profession for the last 35 years. 
He was in many senses the ideal clinical veterinarian. 
I personally had come in contact with him in matters 
quite apart from our Society transactions, and found 
him a thorough gentleman and true friend. I have had 
a good few business transactions with him, in some of 
which he was acting on his own account and others on 
the account of clients, but it was characteristic of the 
man that in these transactions he was always keener on 
behalf of his clients than for himself. I regret we have 
lost another member bearing a well kifown name, I re- 
fer to Mr. James Blakeway, junior, of Stourbridge, 
for whose relatives one and all must deeply feel. 

The meeting today will, of course, elect the officers 
for the coming year. We had all hoped that our absent 
members would have returned in such forces that new 
ofticers would have been elected, but seeing many are 
still absent it may be deemed advisable to continue the 
present lines for another year. I should like to say that 
I shall be very pleased to fall in line with whatever is 
decided upon by the meeting, and am prepared to con- 
tinue to do the best I can for the Society in any cir- 
cumstances.” 

On the motion of the Hon. Sec., seconded by Mr. 
Gooch, a message of sympathy was ordered to be sent 
to Mr. Malcolm in his illness, with an expression of the 
hope that he might speedily be restored to his accus- 
tomed health. 

Vores or CONDOLENCE. 


The Hon. Sec. said it was his melancholy duty to re- 
port the deaths of two very old and esteemed members 
of the Association in the persons of Mr. Stanley Carless 
of Worcester, and Mr. James Blakeway, junior, 
Stourbridge. He proposed that letters of condolence 
be sent in the name of the Association to their relatives. 
Mr. Carless was one of their oldest members, who acted 
as Hon. Sec. many years ago and later had filled the 
presidential chair. He continued to attend the meet- 
ings regularly and would be very much missed by those 
who had learned to admire him for his professional 
ability and his personal charm. 

In the case of Mr. Blakeway, jun., there was a special 
note of sadness. He came safely through the war, then 
he was taken suddenly away. His brother, Dr. Harry 
Blakeway, of Harley St., London, died a few weeks ago, 
and the double blow to their esteemed father would 
cause their hearts to go out to him in special measure. 
He believed this was the first time in the long history 
of this Association that the name of Blakeway did not 
appear in the list of members. 

Mr. yaar in seconding, spoke very feelingly of 
his old friend Mr. Carless. He said he did not know 
Mr. James Blakeway, jun., so well, but he remembered 
his grandfather as one of the founders and earliest offic- 
ials of this Association, and also his father and uncle. 
He was quite sure the profession was infinitely the 


' poorer by the loss of two such distinguished men, 


Mr. Chambers, Mr. Burchnall, and Mr. Gooch also 
added personal tributes, and the resolution was carried 
sub silentio. 

New Members. The following gentlemen, nominated 
at the previous meeting, were unanimously elected 

r.C. S. Huntine, Loughborough, proposed by Mr. 
Cormack and seconded by the Hon. Sec ; and 

Mr. J. R. A. Jongs, Gloucester, proposed by Mr. 

Cormack and seconded by Mr. Brooke. 


To Herp our ALLIES. 


Mr. TRIGGER, in accordance with notice duly given, 
moved, “That a further sum of £10 be given to the 
Anglo-Franco-Belgian Veterinary Relief Fund.” He 
said he was sure it would appeal to every member of the 
profession, who can form but an inadequate conception of 
what their brethren in France and Saisiow have suf- 
fered by the war. They were left absolutely penniless. 
Up to the present about £400 had been forwarded, but 
frem the profession in this country, numbering some- 
thing like 3000 members, he thought at least £1000 
ought to be raised. 

The Hon. Sec. seconded. He said the Association 
voted ten guineas two years ago and he was pleased to 
think that the state of their exchequer would warrant 
this further assistance. ( The motion was carried nemine 
contradicente.) 


TREASUKER’S ANNUAL STATEMENT. 


The Hon. Treasurer (Mr. BuRCHNALL ) submitted his 
statement of accounts for the past year, duly audited. 
This showed members’ subscriptions £30-10-0, interest 
on War Stock, £5, and bank interest £1-14-6. This, 
with a sum of £93-8-8 brought forward from the prev- 
ious year, brought the assets up to £130-13-2, exclusive 
of the capital sum of £100 invested in War Stock. The 
items of expenditure were as follows : Annual subscrip- 
tion to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund, £550; 
Affiliation fee to National Veterinary Association, £3- 
19-0; special donation to Victoria Veterinary Benevolent 
Fund, £10-10 0; donation to Army Veterinary Corps 
Comforts Fund, £7-7-0 ; secretary’s expenses, £25-7-0 ; 
Treasurer’s expenses £1-2-3 ; cheque book 2/-; making 
a total of £53-12-3, and leaving a sum of £77-0-11 to 
carry forward, or a deficit on the year’s working of £16- 
7-9. This, Mr. Burchnall explained, was due partly to 
the special donations which would not necessarily recur, 
and to the fact that many members serving with the 
colours were temporarily excused payment of their sub- 
scriptions. The present membership was 92, compared 
with 105 a few years ago. 

He asked to be excused from further service as treas- 
urer, as his health was not as good as he could wish. 
He had filled the office for eleven years, and had taken 
the keenest pleasure in the work. 

Mr. Ison, in moving that the balance sheet be adopted, 
said the Association was in a very sound financial pos- 
ition, notwithstanding the deficit on the year, which 
had been satisfactorily explained. 

Mr. CHAMBERS seconded the motion, which was car- 
ried unanimously. 


Report or Councit. 


The Hon. Sec. presented the following report of the 
Council of the Association, held immediately prior to the 
general meeting :— 

It is recommended (1), that the next meeting of the 
Association be held in Birmingham ; (2), that the matter 
of a subject for discussion be left to the Hon. Sec. and 
President to arrange ; and (3), that the officers of the 
Association be re-elected en bloc until such time as con- 
ditions are more settled than they are at present, except 
that Mr. F. L. Gooch be elected an auditor in succession 
to the late Mr. W. S. Carless. 
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A letter was read from Mr. Burchnall teudering his 
resignation as Hon. Treasurer, and it is suggested tiiat 
Mr. W. H. Brooke be approached with a view to his fill- 
ing the vacancy. 

he question of income tax claimed by the Inland 
Revenue from the Association was adjourned until the 
next meeting, certain enquiries to be made in the mean- 
time. 

A letter was read from Mr. J. Hill, of Llanelly, invit- 
ing a of his candidature for the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, and it was re- 
solved that he not being a member of this Association, 
his candidature officially endorsed. 

A letter was read from the Derbyshire Veterinary 
Association re Insurance Companies’ fees and other 
matters, and as Mr. Duckworth, representing Derby- 
shire, was attending the general meeting, it was resolved 
to await a statement from that gentleman. 

Arising out of this report, Mr. Trigger said it would 
be a matter of general regret that Mr. Burchnall felt it 
incumbent upon himself to retire from the Treasurer- 
ship, which he had held with so much credit for the past 
eleven years. He moved that his resignation be receiv- 
ed with regret and that Mr. Burchnall be very warmly 
thanked for his past services. 

This was seconded by the Hon. Sec., supported by Mr. 
Chambers, and carried unanimously. 

The Hon. Sc. next moved that Mr. Brooke be elected 
to succeed Mr. Burchnall as Treasurer. Mr. Brooke, he 
said, would make an ideal treasurer, being thorough in 
all that he undertook. 

Mr. Goocu seconded this motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Brooke, in accepting the appointment, said he 
should rely very much on the assistance of the Hon. Sec. 
in the discharge of his new duties. 

The election of the other officers, with the substitution 
of Mr. Gooch for the late Mr. Carless as an auditor, as 
recommended by the Council, was then agreed to pro 
forma, and on the motion of Mr. O’Neill, seconded by 
Mr. Young, a vote of thanks was passed to them for 
their promotion of the Association’s welfare during the 
past twelve months. 

The report of the Council was then oy in toto, 
on the motion of Mr. O’Neill, seconded by Mr. Conchie. 


INSURANCE CoMPANIES’ FEEs. 


Mr. DuckwortH said the veterinary surgeons of 
Derbyshire and the immediate neighbourhood had 
recently formed an Association to further their profess- 
ional interests, and two morn which had already 
been held had been well attended. One thing they had 
done, was to fix on a scale of fees among themselves and 
it was working very well, and now they were trying to 
agree on a uniform charge to insurance companies for 
the examination of animals. They thought it was high 
time that veterinary surgeons revolted against the ridic- 
ulously low fees that were allowed by some companies, 
put recognised that any action, to be effective, must have 
the united support of the profession asa whole. The 
Derbyshire Society had written to all insurance compan- 
ies stating that their members would not undertake an 
examination at a less fee than 10/6 for each animal. 
That fee was to include mileage, it being understood 
that they did not make a special journey, but visited the 
case when next they happened to be in the district. 

Mr. Goocn, whilst agreeing with the Derbyshire 
Society, and endorsing every word that had been said 
about the inadequacy of the fees that were some- 
times offered, thought a hard and fast rule would hardly 
do. A horse, the property of a poor client, might be in- 
sured for only £12, and another for £1000. Were they 


to hold out for a 10/6 fee in those two extreme cases ? 
Mr. Duckworrs said if the premium would not stand 


a 10/6 fee, the insurance company could accept the ani- 
mal without an examination. As for the examination of 
very valuable animals, it was not intended that the 10/6 
should be other than a minimum fee. 

The Hon. Sec. said he should like to thank Mr. Duck- 
worth and the Derbyshire Society for bringing this 
matter forward. It had been argued that veterinary 
surgeons accepted a small fee because they were gener- 
ally dealing with their own clients, but he thought that 
was not a good excuse. He quite agreed that the time 
had come when they should make a stand, but it was 
only by unity that they would get their professional due 
in this matter. 

Mr. O’NEILL suggested that the fee might be regulat- 
ed according to the amount of the policy of insurance, 
but he certainly was of opinion that helie-anlaen was 
the smallest that a professional man should accept. He 
could speak freely on the subject, because he was out- 
side such a controversy. Was not this a subject which 
the National Veterinary Society might usefully take up ? 

Mr. Ison said he had no desire to justify the small fee 
that was paid in many cases, but it was only a very 
cursory examination that they were expected to make, 
and they never made a special journey. He agreed that 
some small premiums would not stand a 10/6 fee. 

Mr. Concuik said he made it a rule not to make an 
examination under 5/- for each animal], plus mileage. 
He noticed that the medical profession were forming 
themselves into a trade union for the furtherance of their 
interests, and he thought veterinary surgeons might 
profitably follow that example. Other professions and 
callings could force the hands of the Government by 
unity of action. Why should not veterinary surgeons 
who were a very numerous body, be able to do likewise 
If they did not look after themselves, they would be left 
behind in the great work of national re-construction that 
was now going on. 

Mr. TRIGGER, whilst agreeing in principle with Mr. 
Duckworth, thought there was something to be said, as 
Mr. Gooch had suggested, for the poor and struggling 
client. For a horse belonging to a bona fide working-man 
he thought a fee of 5/- might be accepted, for they all 
knew that the cost, in the long run, was not borne by the 
companies but by the owners. 

The AcTING PRESIDENT said this was a question which 
bristled with difficulties. Personally, he took an individ- 
ual case on its merits, and if it was not worth his while 
to undertake it, he did notdo so. The increased value 
of stock must mean a considerable increase in the 
revenue of the insurance companies, and he was willing 
to support any reasonable proposition that might be put 
forward. He thought it shoul be on a percentage basis. 

The Hon. Sec. said he was strongly in favour of 
supporting the action of the Derbyshire Society in en- 
deavouring to establish a minimum fee of 10/6 for the 
examination of animals for insurance. He thought it 
would be a good subject for the agenda for the next 
meeting. e moved that it be brought forward then, 
and that in the meantime members be asked to hold out 
for a 10/6 fee. 

This was seconded by Mr. Chambers and carried 
unanimously. 

PETROL FOR VETERINARY SURGEONS. 

Mr. Duckworth said that another matter which the 
Derbyshire Society had discussed was the cost of petrol, 
and no had decided to approach the proper authorities 
with a view to veterinary surgeons being accorded the 
same favoured treatment as traders. 

It was resolved that this question also be raised at 
the next meeting. 

VETERINARY POLITICS. 

The Hon. Sec. mentioned the Ministry of Health 

Bill, and a discussion took place in regard to same. 


. 
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Mr. Pow ey said if they did not take action at once, 
it would be too late. He urged that veterinary surgeons 
should do as the medical profession was doing—form 
some sort of trade union to push their claims for proper 
recognition. He should have thought the National 
Association would be up and doing before this. 

The Hon. Sec. said it was clearly a matter for 
National effort: if left to individual Associations, too 
much valuable time would be lost, as the Associations 
only met at considerable intervals. 

Eventually, on the proposition of Mr. Powley, second- 
ed by Mr. Duckworth, it was decided to form a small 
Sub-Committee with power to act. 

It was further resolved, that the Committee should 
consist of the following :—The President, the Hon. Sec., 
Mr. Brooke and Mr. Chambers. 


Councis or R.C.V.S. 


Mr. R. C. Triccer said that Mr, Dawes had brought 
forward the question of the new Ministry of Health 
Bill and the necessity of carefully watching the interests 
of the profession by the Council. He (Mr. Trigger) said 
this was a new Bill and the draft not yet before them ; 
but it was certain that it would have the careful atten- 
tion of Council. Further, they might rely on Mr. 
Thatcher and Mr. Bullock to carefully note and report 
anything adverse to our interests. He further said 
that he would like to take the opportunity of saying a 
few words in relation to matters affecting the interests 
of the profession and the attitude of Council thereon. 
He said that whilst welcoming criticism and a more 
lively interest in the work of the Council, there had 
been a certain amount of criticism (not too kindly) of 
the work of that body, due, he thought, very largely to 
want of knowledge of facts, and he entirely failed to 
find any kind of constructive criticism—simply destruc- 
tive. The chief subjects of complaint seemed to be — 
first : Teachers as members of the Council, and suggest- 
ions that they should be barred from office. his 
matter was entirely in the hands of the profession, as it 
was by their votes that teachers were returned. For 
himself he was, after a long experience, satisfied that 
their presence and suggestions are at times absolutely 
necessary ; for unless some subjects were fully and fairly 

eed before Council, a state of confusion or chaos 
might arise, between the Council and the Schools. At 
the same time whilst holding these views, he also 
thought that the Schools were over-represented. His 
present view was that one only should be allowed for 
each teaching school, and that when one school was 
already represented, no other teacher from that school 
should. be eligible for nomination. As before said, the 
profession had the control of this matter entirely in their 
own hands. ' 

The next criticism usually was on work of Registration 
Committee, and the poesing down of quackery. The 
Council have no power at all to deal with By pa ray as 
such in this connection : they can only deal with men 
who in some way represent themselves as qualified to 
practise. 

In other particulars, Council has been terribly handi- 
capped for want of funds. For years now we have had 
to struggle on with very inadequate, or in fact practi- 
cally no means. Prosecutions taken up by this Com- 
mittee prove very expensive work, entailing as they do 
employment of solicitors in various parts of the King- 
dom. Even when convictions are obtained (as they 
usually are ) and costs allowed, such costs do not nearly 
repay amounts incurred. In this connection it may be 
mentioned that one case that went to appeal, though 
eventually given in our favour, appeal being dismissed, 
cost us round about £100. During the last few years 
we have had Public Health Bills watched by special 
committees ; Army schemes watched and more satis- 


factory conditions obtained ; Milk and Dairy Bills amend- 
ments introduced, milk clauses opposed and finall 
struck out ; later Milk and Dairies Bills, again amend- 
ments secured ; Petitions re Motor and Petrol tax rebates 
eventually secured. Motor car licenses, rebate obtained ; 
Petrol rebates as medical men, and here we are deeply 
indebted to Mr. Bullock, our most able secretary, for 
assistance in remedying grievances and obtaining sup- 
plies of rectified spirit at reduced rates ; Coal Mines Bill, 
deputation to Home Office, V.S. to test for glanders. 
Some of these and the Milk and Dairies Consolidations 
Act involved lobbying, and of course thereby additional 
a. You have a scheme for provision of State 
Scholarships for veterinary students, first proposed by 
Council in 1918, now approved by Government for 
students generally ; our profession has its representative 
on each of the twelve district advisory committees for 
selection of students for these grants. I do not think 
the Council can fairly be accused of being asleep. On 
the other hand I do think there is cause for complaint 
of the apathy of the profession— less than one third of 
the members subscribe to the College, and the sub- 
scribers are not the men who are grumbling. I can 
assure you that the vigilance of Registration Committee 
has been partly wasted for lack of funds. The Finance 
Committee’s worries and anxieties are perhaps hardly 
realised ; and only those who are on the Council can re- 
alise the enormous amount of time taken by Examination 
Committee and its frequent meetings. 

All honour to those men who have subscribed and 
staved off disaster and kept the ship afloat through 
these last terrible years, until at last we can begin to 
hope that we may soon see a ray of light. Our Annual 
Fee Bill like many other non-Government Bills has 
been hung up» although re-introduced each year during 
the war. t is for the veterinary profession to use 
whenever possible influence with members of Parlia- 
ment to secure support, as there will be an earnest 
renewed endeavour to get the Bill through this Session. 


The Acting President ens that the best thanks 
of the meeting be accorded to Mr. Trigger for his very 
interesting remarks. This was seconded by the Hon. 
Sec. and carried unanimously. 


INTERESTING CASEs. 


Mr. O’NEILL produced the first dorsal vertebra of a 
van horse, which was fractured as the result of an acci- 
dent. The animal was in a pair-horse-van and the other 
horse ran away taking this one with it. The horse that 
bolted escaped injury, but this one ran its head into a 
wall. It seemed dazed, and he thought it was suffering 
from concussion. It was got on to its feet, and he 
thought it would come round, but it died shortly after- 
wards. ‘The surprising thing was that the fracture 
should have taken place so far down. 

The Hon. Sec. produced a long piece of wire taken 
from the —— of a fox terrier puppy, eight weeks old. 
It was part of a hat pin and was nearly as long as the 
puppy itself. It was extracted by an operation which 
involved an incision in the chest. The opinion of the 
members was that the puppy had swallowed the hat pin 
knob first, and that in the Fag of extraction the 
knob had come offand been left in the body. The puppy, 
a valuable one, had made a complete recovery. 

Mr. Younc showed a bad case of fractured tibia. The 
bad feature of this case was that before he was called in, 
the animal was treated by a man demobilised from the 
Army areas Corps who professed to understand 
these things. The man had treated the patient, a valu- 
able cart-horse, for abscess on the thigh, and he consid- 
ered it a case of such gross cruelty that some action 
ought to be taken to prevent such a thing happening 
again. 


— 
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F. L. Goocu said : I was 
summoned to a farm at 
11.30 p.m. to a Lincoln 
red shorthorn heifer unable 
to calve. Upon examina- 
tion I found presented the 
internal viscera of the calf: 
all the abdominal and 
thoracic viscera were 
placed outside the body of 
the foetus. I removed all 
the viscera and found that 
the calf was doubled on 
itself, with all the limbs 
and head turned back in 
the uterus. I was just 
able to feel one hock, but 
found that every joint was 
stiff, and the only method 
for removal was to cut 
the foetus in halves. The 
heifer was worth osearly 
as much for beef as for a 
breeding animal, and I 
explained to the owner 
that it would be a difficult 
operation and might in- 
jure the heifer, and ad- 
vised slaughter, which he 
readily agreed to. After 
slaughter the uterus was 
removed entire, and the 
foetus removed and photo- 
graphed. 

Mr. showed a 
long piece of wire taken 
from the right ventricle 
of the heart of a cow, 
which before death pre- 
sented all the appearance 
of a case of blind staggers. 

Mr. CHAMBERS exhibited . 
a large tumour, weighing 
2lb, which the butcher 
found on the left ventricle 
of a cow’s heart. A vote 
of tharks was accorded to these members. 


y 


H. J. Dawes, Hon. Sec. | LANCASHIRE 
A meeting of the Committee appointed at the annual cetenrandanenncniiyepcaneunatinn green 
meeting of the Midland Counties Veterinary Medical * 


Association in connection with the above matter, was The combined Annual and General meeting was held 
held at Mr. Malcolm’s office, Holliday Street Wharf, at the Grand Hotel, Manchester, on Thursday March 
Birmingham, on l'riday, March 7th, 1919, at 6 p.m. 6th. In the absence of the President, Mr. G. i. Locke, 
Present—Mr. J. Malcolm in the chair ; Messrs. J.O. Mr. W. Woops, Wigan, was elected to preside. The 
Powley, W. H. Brooke, and H. J. Dawes. An apology attendance included Messrs Lawson, Hopkin, Carter, 
was received from Mr. T. Chambers, Dudley. After Hewetson, Sumner, Blakemore, Curbishley, Litut. Col. 
considerable discussion it was resolved to send a copy | J. W. Brittlebank, c.m.c., and Capt. E. H. Stent, 
of the following resolution to the Council of the Royal Apologies for absence were received from Messrs 
College of Veterinary Surgeons :— Darwell, Clarkson, Wharam, Wolstenholme, Abson, and 
“That this Committee is of opinion that the attention Packman. 
of the profession should be called to the Ministry of The consideration of the minutes of the last meeting 
Health Bill now before Parliament—as tremendous was deferred. 
issues appear to be involved, and apathy and inaction at| Col. BrirrLeBaNk proposed that a vote of condolence 
the present juncture will seriously injure the future of be forwarded to Mrs. Holburn, expressing their extreme 
the profession. regret at the sad loss she has sustained by the death of 
‘This Committee beg to suggest to the Council of her husband. Mr. Holburn was an old friend and high- 
R.C.V.S. that a strong representative Committee be ly respected member of the Association, and wherever 
formed ‘to look after the interests of the profession in he went was always welcome and helpful in any pro- 
the passage of the Bill through Parliament—the Com- ceedings that concerned the Daag: oye 
mittee to consist of members of the Councilof R.C.V.S.. Mr. CurBISHLEY in seconding the proposal said that. 
with any co-opted members thought desirable. The Mr. Holburn had been his nearest neighbour, and the 
matter is urgent, and this Committee suggest that it be district was a loser by his death. The resolution was 


dealt with by a special meeting of Council. | passed in silence. 
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Election of Officers. Mr. Sumner proposed that the 
otticers and Council be re-elected en bloc, except that 


‘the name of Mr. Hewetson be substituted for that of 


Mr. Holburn. Mr. Carter, seconded. 

The names are as follows—President Mr. G. H. Locke 
Vice-Presidents Mr. W. Ackroyd, Mr. A. Noel-Pillers, 
Mr. J. H. Wright and Mr. H. G. Hewetson. 

Hon. Treasurer Capt. E. H. Stent, //on. Sec. Lieut. 
Col. J. W. Brittlebank. Auditors Mr. W. A. Taylor 
and Mr. J. Ingham. Council. The above officers toge- 
ther with Messrs J. Clarkson, T. Hopkin, A. Lawson, J. 
McKinna, A. Munro senr. W. Packman, H. Sumner. J. 
B. Wolstenholme and W. Woods. 

T'reasurer’s Report. Capt. Stent stated he had no 
detailed sta ement to bring forward. There was about 
£22 in the bank. He submitted a list of members 
whose subscriptions are in arrear, and asked that con- 
sideration be given to the question of cancelling one or 
a ere are about eighty-nine members on the 

Mr. Woops pointed out that only one meeting had 

been held since the year 1914, and consequently no ad- 
vantage accrued by being a member of the Association. 
He suggested that the subscriptions for 1915, 1916 and 
1917 be not asked for. 
- Col. BRITTLEBANK agreed with the suggestion, and 
said every effurt should be made to keep their members 
together. He thought there might be a tendency in the 
future to form numerous small associations, and so dis- 
sipate our strength. 

Mr. SUMNER proposed that subscriptions for the years 
1916, 1917 and 1918 be waived. Col. Brittlebank secon- 
ded. Carried. 

Mr. Sumner then proposed that the Executive be 
empowered to notify the members, to call in arrears 
prior to 1916 and to ask for subscriptions for the current 
year. 

Mr. CARTER seconded the proposal which was adopted. 
Klection of Council R.C.VUS. Mr. Sumner thought 
the time was ——— to nominate their President, Mr. 
G. H. Locke. e said all would have noticed a feelin 
of dissatisfaction in the profession regarding the oak 
of the Council. There is, he said, even in the south, a 
section which is anxious to get on the Council with the 
intention of infusing new blood and new ideas, in the 
hope that their influence will make the Council more 
progressive. He thought this section would be a large 
one. He did wonder, however, in what respect the 
Council had fallen short of fulfilling its duties. As a 
Councillor, he considered it a good sign that the profess- 
ion is showing more interest. He asked if the Lanca- 
shire Association was in a position to associate itself 
with kindred societies with a view to enhancing the 
chances of election of their nominees, Mr. A. Lawson 
and Mr. G. H. Locke. Both are eminently qualified, and 
he proposed that their nomination be recognised by the 
Lancashire V.M.A., and that it take every means in its 
power to secure their election. 

Col. BRITTLEBANK, seconding, remarked that the 
heppestoy* of the past four and half years will be largely 
responsible for an entirely new phase of ideas in a good 
many members of the profession. Many had had exper- 
iences of life which they had not had before, and the ag- 
itation referred to was an excellent sign, although he 
deprecated some of the expressions used in giving effect 
to opinions that certain people hold. The Royal College, 
like every other body during the past four years, has had 
to carry on its work under considerable difficulties. He 
was not pleading for himself, but he was perfectly satis- 
fied that so far as it had been possible legitimately to 
carry on business the Council had done excellent work. 

They in the north, would feel themselves honoured to 
support the two candidates whose names were now be- 


fore the meeting, and he also wished to say that as an 


Association they were entitled to use all legitimate means 
in their power to secure the successful return of both 
gentlemen ; and he hoped that the Council would be 
authorised to take such steps as may be necessary, by 
combination with other associations especially, to see 
that both Mr. Locke and Mr. Lawson were elected to the 
Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 

The prospects before the profession were, in his opinion, 
such as required high qualities of statesmanship. Prac- 
tically every calling required reconstruction. In his 
opinion, the prospects before the Veterinary profession 
were excellent only if we are capable of firm determin- 
ation to direct our energies in the proper direction, and 
to set before ourselves a high standard for attainment 
which is not unmindful of the public welfare. 

The proposition was carried unanimously. 

Mr. Lawson thanked the members for their promise 
of support. He had been a member of the Council for 
twenty years, and had always endeavoured to attend the 
meetivgs and further the interests of the profession. 

Mr. CuRBISHLEY poisted out that one candidate sug- 
gests that expenses be paid. 

Mr. SuMNER replied that in the esa condition of 
finance this is quite impossible. They did not know 
what re-construction is going to do, or what the grants 
are going to be. It is humiliating to think they had to 
be kept alive by the subscriptions of members. 

Mr. Hopkin thought that the men who are getting 
up the agitation are the disappointed men. 

Col. BRITTLEBANK asked was it not rather a political 
move, and did they not want to convert the Council into 
a political society. If they could do so and at the same 
—. maintain it as a governing body, he would be sat- 
isfied. 


ProposED PARLIAMENTARY BILL oF THE NATIONAL 
Master Farriers’ ASSOCIATION. 


The following extract from 7’he Farriers’ Journal for 
January, 1919. was considered :— 


INTERIM RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE: 
FARRIERS AND BLACKSMITHS. 


SCHEME FOR COMPULSORY REGISTRATION OF FARRIERS. 


In accordance with the recommendations made in 
the Whitley Report, the Interim Reconstruction Com- 
mittee which has been formed in the Farriers’ and 
Blacksmiths’ trade, consisting of representatives of the 
National Master Farriers’ Association, the Irish Master 
Farriers’ Association, and the Amalgamated Society of 
Farriers, hereby memorialise His Majesty’s Government 
on the subject of the better training and registration of 
farriers. 

Whereas during the past century—while almost every 
trade and industry has been advancing in improved and 
scientific methods of carrying on its operations—the 
farriery trade has been practically at a standstill, and 
although efforts have been made by the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers of London, the Royal Agricultural 
Society of England, the Department of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction for Ireland, and a few other 
bodies, to establish a more scientific method of horse- 
shoeing, yet amongst the great body of the trade there 
has been no improvement ; and 

Whereas it is expedient in the National interest that 
horses should be shod in a scientific manner, because 
many thousands of horses are so injured by wrong 
methods of shoeing every year that their working lives 
are very materially shortened, it is deemed necessary 
that farriers (or shoeing-smiths) should receive technical 
instruction in the structure of the horse’s foot and the 
scientific principles of shoeing, and 

Whereas there is at present no organised method or 
means of obtaining this instruction and training, it is 
the desire of the said Reconstruction Committee that 
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His Majesty’s Government forthwith introduce a Bill 
making it compulsory that farriers (or shoeing-smiths) 
shall undergo a course of training and fit themselves to 
an examination, before being allowed to practise 

the craft, and 

Whereas the shoeing of a horse—besides requiring 
great mechanical skill in the making, fitting and nailing 
of the shoes—is a surgical operation performed on a 
living structure, and 

Whseses such legislation has been passed in several of 
the British Colonies and in some of the countries on the 
Continent of Europe for the purpose of ameliorating the 
lot of horses and prolonging their working lives, the 
Farriers’ and Blacksmiths’ Reconstruction Committee 
make the following suggestions for the framing of an 
Act of Parliament for the Compulsory Examination and 
Registration of Farriers (or Shoeing-smiths) :— 


1 That the said Act shall be framed on the lines of the 
Veterinary Surgeons’ Act, 1881. 

2 That the Worshipful Company of Farriers of London 

(a Livery Company of the City of London Guilds 

established in 1356 and Incorporated by Charter) shall 

be the Examination and Registration Authority for 

Great Britain and Ireland. 

That the Registration Council shall contain among its 

members an eqval number of members of the National 

and Irish Master Farriers’ Association and members 
of the Amalgamated Society of Farriers, each and 
all of whom shall also be Registered Farriers by 
examination of the said Worshipful Company of 

Farriers. 

4 That after the passing of this Act no person shall be 
licensed to practise farriery or engage in business or 

ractice as a farrier (or shoeing-smith) unless he shall 
Sam served an apprenticeship of at least five years, 
and shall pass such examination—theoretically and 
practically—in the structure of the horse’s foot and 
the — of shoeing, as may be fixed from time to 
time by the Registration Council. 

5 That any person over 30 years of age at the passing of 
the Act who has continuously practised farriery for 
not less than ten years, but is not on the Register of 
Farriers, shall be entitled within three months of the 
passing of the Act to be placed on a separate register 
under the heading of “ Existing Practitioners,” with- 
out examination, but shall not be deemed to be a 
licentiate of the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 

6 That after the passing of the Act no person who is not 

licensed or registered by the Worshipful Company 

of Farriers shall use any name title, addition, or 
description by means of initials or letters placed after 
his name, or otherwise stating or implying that he is 
licensed or registered by the Worshipful Company of 

Farriers, or that he is a person specially qualified to 

ractise as a farrier or shoeing-smith (under a penalty). 

That it shall be incumbent upon all Technical Educa- 

tion Authorities throughout Great Britain and 

Ireland to supply facilities and instructors for the 

giving of lectures and demonstrations in the art of 

farriery at fair and reasonable fees. 

8 That the said instructors, before being appointed, shall 
pass a special examination by the Board of Examiners 
of the Worshipful Company of Farriers. 

9 That similar provisions, penalties, etc.,as are included 
in the bine e | Surgeons Act, 1881, 44 and 45 Vict., 
Chapter 62, shall also be embodied in the Farriers (or 
Shoeing-smiths) Act in so Clauses 3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10, 
11, 12, 14, 17, 18, and 19. 


It may be pointed out that, in the interests of the 
horse-owning public, it is urgently necessary that some 
legislation should be passed without delay, as there is a 
very grave risk of the country being flooded with a large 
number of semi-skilled men when demobilisation takes 


place, who, if allowed to practice farriery without 


restraint, will cause incalculable damage to horses and 
loss to the owners.” 


Mr. SuMNER thought nothing could be done until the 
bill was presented. 

Mr. CARTER proposed that copy, of the paper be sent 
to The Royal College, and to Zhe Veterinary Record 
and Vetersznary Vews. Mr. Hopkins seconded 

Col. BritTLEBANK was of opinion that they should 
further. They should elect a small committee of aint. 
men interested in this matter to watch the proceedin 
and bring forward a report. The report should not 
confined to local consideration. They should then take 
steps to call a meeting of the Northern Division of the 
National V.A. At the same time they could set 
machinery in motion to see that every division considers 
the same thing. The whole of the resolutions of the 
Associations to be considered by the N. V. A. 

In the period of reconstruction it will behove the 
profession to watch its interests closely, and legislation 
would have to be very carefully scrutinised, and he hoped 
that the profession would become firmly united to se- 
cure their position, Mr. Curbishley seconded. 

The Sub-Committee appointed consists ef Messrs 
Hopkin, Lawson, Sumner, Blakemore, Taylor, Capt. 
Stent, Locke, and Wolstenholme; with power to add. 

‘apt. Stent to act as Convener pro fem. 

Abscesses after Injections. Capt Stent brought up the 
question of abscess formation at the point of injection, 
which was generally considered as being due to needle 
or skin infection. He stated that it was not necessarily 
so, as from experience and laboratory cultivation the 
infection was frequently due to vaccines or sera being 
non-sterile, and suggested that if any number of abscess- 
es were met with, the material used should be tested at 
a laboratory. 


of the Special Committee of Lancashire 
eld in Manchester, on March 13th, for con- 
sideration of the Master Farrier’s Parliamentary Bill. 
Present—-Mr. G. H. Locke in the chair, W. A. Taylor, 
H. Sumner, H. Blakemore, J. B. Wolstenholme, T. 
Hopkin and Capt. E. H. Stent, Hon. Sec., pro tem. 
After due consideration the following resolution was 
adopted :—“That in view of the interference with the 
rights of veterinary surgeons to conduct the business of 
shoeing-smiths now threatened by the proposed Bill of 
the National Master Farrier’s Association, every means 
be taken to oppose the passing of the Bill so far as it 
effects such rights.” 


A meetin 
V.M.A. | 


VETERINARY POLITICS. 

Sir,—“ Dagonet” finds fault with’ certain of our mem- 
bers for airing their grievances but suggesting no 
remedies. What remedies does he himself suggest ; or 
what attitude except that of ass-like patience and sub- 
mission? The gem of wisdom that he points to in “ Fra 
Diavolo’s” letter is a mere recommendation to make our- 
selves a hand of sycophants or nonentities. Years 
Gilbert made a list of people who “never would 
missed ”and could be done without, but he didn’t include 
veterinary surgeons. Anybody can make out quite a lot 
of people that could be dispensed with if we all lived the 
simple life, e.g., insurance agents, plumbers, tailors, cos- 
tumiers, soap manufacturers, tram conductors, miners, 
railwaymen, cotton-spinners ; but thank God civilisation 
has advanced too far ever to make it likely. History 
has proved that it is bodies of men who have kept their 
claims to the fore, and been good demanders and propa- 
gandists that have advanced. It is the dissatisfied beg- 
gars that have got on. It is no good clinging to ruins 
or to huckstering finance. If insurance companies did 
do without us, would it be any great loss at 2/6 or 36a 
time ’— Yours faithfully, 

G. MAYALL, M.R.C.V.S. 


—_ 
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AN ENQUIRY. 


Sir,—I enclose memorandum of two Existing Practit- 
ioners, evidently brothers, with what appears to me to 
be a new qualification, R.P.V.S. Can any member tell 
me through our valuable Record what is the meaning of 
these letters? Is it a new qualification granted to them ? 


M.R.C.V.S, 


[This communication is anonymous. Both the names 
are on Register III, R.C.V.S., and have been for at least 
30 years, and at the same place. The fragment of head- 
ing enclosed bears no date, and like another document 
used in a similar manner, may be years old. | 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V.S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the receipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1919 :— 

Duncan, A. C. Mer R.A.V.C. £ 

Edmondson, W,, larrogate 

Elmes, G., St. Albans 

Freeman, Rh. B., Dublin 

McCunn, J., Lieut. r.A.v.c. 

McKerlie, J... Hungerford 

Mayall, G., Bolton 

Towne, A. H., London, N. 16. 
Previously acknowledged £697 1 


April. £706 5 O 


ANGLO-FRANCO- BELGIAN VETERINARY Funn. 
10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 

The following Douations are gratefully acknow- 

ledged 


Anderson, Keith £1 1 
F. J. Burndred, Major R.A.v.c. 220 
G. Elmes, St. Albans 110 
D. C. Greene, Capt. 
W. T. Olver, Capt.. Tamworth e°9"6 
F. ©. Scott, Capt. r.A.v.c. 
H. L. Torrance, Capt. R.A v.c. 
A. Weighton, Hull 220 
Previously acknowledged 122 8 6 

April 9. £133 19 6 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 


Buckingham Palace, Mar. 20. 
His Majesty held an Investiture in the Ball Room of 
the Palace at 11 o’clock. 
~The following were severally introduced into the 
presence of The King, when His Majesty invested them 
with the Insignia of the respective Divisions of the 
Orders into which they have been admitted :— 


THE DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. 
* * * * 


Major JoHN STERVENSON. 


April 5. 
Major Louris McKenzie, Australian A.V.C. 
Mar. 27 
Major WitttaM KENNEDY, East African V.C. 
Mar. 22. 


O.B.E,. (Military Division). 
* * * * 


Major Recrnatp Hore, Australian A.V.C, 


Mar. 29. 
THe Mirirary Cross. 
%* * * * 


Captain Jonn Davinson, Australian A.V.C. 
War Office, Mar. 15. 


The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered during the war in Military Record 
Offices in the United Kingdom, and, when applicable, 
an entry will be made in the records of service of 
officers and other ranks :— 


% * * * 
Major (A/Lt.-Col.) R. C. CocHRANE, F.R.C.Vv.8. 
Mar. 25, 


The names of the following have been brought to the 
notice of the Secretary of State for War for valuable 
services rendered in connexion with the war, and when 
applicable an entry will be made in the records of service 
of officers and other ranks :— 

* * * * 


T/.Capt. T. 
Mar. 27. 


T./Capt R. J. Contines ; Major J. A. ConneLi ; Capt. 
W. A. Macarecor ; T./Capt. J. Purpy ; Capt. A. G. 
SAUNDERS, (T.F.) ; T./Maj. (A/Col.) R. J. Srorpy, 
p.s.0.; Capt. (T./Maj.) J. Taga, (t.r.); Capt. G. W. 
Weir, (v F.); Maj. A. Winson, F.R.c.v.s., Unattd. 


List (T.¥.). 
War Office, April 5, 
The following are among the decorations and medals 
awarded for distinguished services. The King has 
given unrestricted permission in all cases to wear the 
decorations and medals in question :— 


Conferred by the King of the Belgians. 
Croix DE GUERRE. 
* * * Ord 
Capt. R. C. Marrnew, Canadian A.V.C., attd. 9th 
Brig. Can, F.A. 


Extracts from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Mar. 21. 
Forcrs. Royat ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 


The follg. temp. oe relinquish their commns. (March 
22), and retain the rank of Capt.:—V. Franklin, on 
acct. of ill-health ; C. E. Huston, on acct. of ill-health 
contracted on active service. 

Mar. 28. 


Temp. Capt. J. Conner relinquishes commn. on account 
of ill-health contracted on active service (March 20), 
and retains rank of Capt. 
Mar. 29. 


Temp. Qrmr. and Lt. A. H. Webber to be Capt under 
Art. 330, R.Wt. for Pay and Promotion (Feb. 15), 
April 4. 
Capt. and Bt. Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) E, E. Bennett, ret., 
reverts to unemployment (Jan. 24), and retains the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 
The follg. relinquish their commns. (April 5) :—Temp. 
Capt. J. P. Dunphy, on acct. of ill-hea]th, and retains 
the rank of Capt.: Temp. Hon. Lt. C. Young, on 
acct. of ill-health oontracted on active service, and 
retains the hon. rank of Lt. 
April 5. 
Maj. (temp. Lt.-Col.) F. S. H. Baldrey, C.M.G., ret. pay, 
reverts to unemployment (Mar. 5) and retains the 
rank of Lt.-Col. 
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April 7. 
Can. A.V.C.—Temp. Lt. A. Macintosh is dismissed the 
_ Service by sentence of a General Court-martial 
(Mar. 25). 
April 8. 


Temp. Capt. W. McQuiston resigns his commn. (Apr. 9), 
and retains the rank of Capt. 


April 10. 
Temp. Qrmr. and Lieut: C. G. Kimber, r.4.v.c., to be 


Capt. under Art. 330 R. Wt. for pay and promotion 
(April 1). 


TERRITORIAL Force, RoyAL ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
Mar, 21 
Capt. Q. A. Stewart relinquishes his commn. on account 


of ill-health contracted on active service (March 21), 
and retains rank of Capt. 


Mar. 22. 
Capt. C. Baxter be to Maj. (Feb. 28). 
April 1. 
Capt. G. M. Davey to be Maj. (March 23). 

April 3. 


Capt. F. E. Jones relinquishes his commn. on account of 
ill-health (April 4), and retains the rank of Capt. 
Amendments to supplement to “London Gazette” 
Dated January Ist. 


For Maj. and Bt. Lt.-Col. John James Aitkin, D.s.0., 
read Maj. and Bt: Lt.-Col. John James Aitken p.s.0. 


Failing to Notify Mange. 


At Woodbridge Sessions on Thursday, 3rd inst, 
William Turtill, M.R.C.V.S., Wickham Market, was 
charged with failing to report the disease of a horse on 
March 27th. he 

Miss Cobbold, of Sutton Haugh, stated she called in 
defendant to look at a horse, and in consequence of re- 
ceiving a letter requested him to destroy the animal, 
which was done. 

Mr. Horace L. Roberts, F.R.c.v.s., Ipswich, deposed to 
examining some horses, which he found were suffering 
from a disease. 

In the course of the case it transpired that defendant 
had been an Inspector under the Animal Diseases Act 
for over 20 years, and no complaint whatever had prev- 
iously been made against him. 

Defendant said he did not meet Miss Cobbold when 
he visited Sutton Haugh. The horses were verminous, 
through being on marshes at Shingle Street. He pre- 
a lotion, and hoped it would disperse the complaint. 

uring the last few years a great number of duties had 
devolved upon him, and he had been doing three men’s 
work. Ata later date he saw the horses, when they 
were in a very bad condition. He had previously 
examined them on two occasions, but failed to detect 
mange. Subsequently he advised Miss Cobbold to 
report, or killthe horses. Great difficulty was exper- 
ienced by veterinary surgeons in separating verminous 
condition from mange. He was under the impression 
that after reporting the matter to the owner it was not 
imperative for him to report the disease, but for the 
owner to do so. 

The Chairman said the Magistrates felt that defendant 
having been a veterinary inspector for over 20 years, 
should have known it was his duty to report such a 
dangerous disease. They ordered him to pay a fine of 
£3, including costs.— Hast Anglian Daily T'imes. 


Alleged breach of warranty at Dudley. 


At the Dudley County Court on Thursday, before his 
Honour Judge R. W. Tegheai, James Price, haulier 
Dudley, claimed £67 14s. 9d. in respect of breach of 
warranty of a horse which he had purchased from 
Joseph Turner, farmer. of Kate’s Hill. Mr. J. F. Eales 
= for plaintiff, and Mr. W. I. Gandy for the 
defendant. 

Defendant sold a horse to the plaintiff on November 
17th. Plaintiff paid £81 for the horse, and alleged that 
it proved unsound; that when he later sold it at 
Cave’s he only received £35 14s. for it. He claimed 
£67 14s. 9d., including the keep of the horse for six 
weeks. 

Price, giving evidence, said that defendant verbally 
warranted the horse as sound and a good worker. ‘He 
stated that he later found this not to be so, and ‘that 
the horse fell down while at work. His account was 
that the horse’s neck “came up” and affected his legs, 
with the result that he fell down in the Himley Road. 
The horse was afterwards examined by Mr. Chanibers 
veterinary surgeon, Dudley, who certified it as unsound 
and unable to move heavy loads. 

In cross-examination plaintiff said he did not think 
the trouble was due to the horse working in fresh ‘har- 
ness. 

In further cross-examination counsel read an advert- 
isement from the “ Express and Star” -For sale; dark 
brown horse, six years, 16 hands, sound wind and eye, 
good worker in harness.—48, Flood St., Dudley. °° ~ 

Plaintiff admitted that the advertisement was in ref- 
erence to his horse, but denied that he himself wis 
responsible for the words. He suggested in answer to 
counsel that the “ young lady” who took down the ad- 
vertisement supplied the words. 

Counsel: That advertisement appeared the same day 
as you received the certificate from Mr. Chambers that 
the horse was unsound. 

Plaintiff: I was told I had better sell him. He was 
only fit to be killed. I didn’t put those words in the 


paper. 

Mr. Thomas Chambers, M.R.C.v.S., said he had known 
the horse for twelve months. It was brought to his 
infirmary in July of last year, when it was ip the possess- 
ion of William Lee, of Netherton. The horse had had 
an injury to the neck and lost the use of its forelegs. 
On the 19th December, when he examined the horse for 
the plaintiff, there was an enlargement on the near side 
of the neck and loss of power in the forelegs, The horse 
was unsound. He was not surprised to hear that it fell 
down. Rest and absence of work would help it to grow 
out of the complaint. 

By Mr. Gandy: It was suffering from injury to the 
spine, which was not incurable. , 

John Woodall, who claimed a good deal of experience 
of horses, said that he was present when the horse was 
purchased, and stated that 1t was described as sound and 
a worker, and had no fault except that it wis diffi- 
cult to suoe. 

Albert Price, brother of the plaintiff, also gave ev- 
idence on tke same subject. 

Mr. Abraham Green, M.R.c.V.s., for the defence, said 
that he had been in practice in Dudley for 50 years, and 
giving his opinion of the horse’s condition when he ex- 
amined it in January, said that it was suffering from 
imperfect action in the forelegs and a swelling of the 
neck, but it was merely a temporary injury probably 
caused by a collar that was too narrow. The action of 
the forelegs was quite involuntary, and was caused by 
the injury to the withers. He had recently had the 
horse out, when it was perfectly sound, with the except- 
ion of the two slight marks on the withers. His con- 


clusion was that Mr. Chambers had made a mistake in 
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Cross-examined, he said that if, as Mr. Chambers 
stated, the bones of the neck were injured, the swelling 
would not disappear between the times when Mr. 
Chambers and witness examined it. The horse might 
certainly improve with two months’ rest if the vertebre 
were injured, but it would not entirely recover. 

_ Re-examined, Mr. Green stated that the horse had now 
received treatment, and was perfectly all right. 

_ Mr. Herbert Lloyd M.R.C.V.S., Bridg- 
north, said he had examined the horse on Monday, and 
found it perfectly sound, with the exception of two marks 
on the withers and a very slight tenderness on the near 
side. There were no signs of enlarged vertebree. He 
had seen the horse draw a cart loaded with a ton of 
mangolds out of a heavy field and down a steep hill ina 
perfectly sound manner. If the horse had had the com- 
cag alleged in November, he did not think it would 

ve been able to act in that way. 

Cross-examined, witness suggested that if the horse 
had sore withers in November, the pressure of the 
collar would cause it to fall. Beyond that he could not 
suggest any other cause. 

e Judge: Do sore withers constitute unsoundneas ? 
_ Witness : They arouse suspicion. 

Re-examined : When a horse changes ownership and 
< into new harness, that is when you get the trouble. 

ly fitting harness affects the withers. 

Turner in the box stated that he acquired the horse 
in October from Lee at a value of £82. He had no 
warranty, but had seen the horse at work and knew he 
was a good worker. While the horse was in his pos- 
session he found nothing wrong with it, and was quite 


satisfied with it. Referring to the sale of the horse to 
the plaintiff, he said that he did not offer the horse for 
sale, but plaintiff and Woodall came and asked if it was 
to be sold. He denied ever giving any warranty at the 
time of the sale that the horse was sound and a good 
worker, The day after Woodall examined the horse 
thoroughly, the fore legs and the hind legs. The horse 
was backed and turned, and the only question asked 
was whether the horse would draw a load of coal. 
Plaintiff said he was satisfied, he had seen the horse at 
work, and he paid the money down. Plaintiff did not 
ask for any receipt or any written warranty. Respec- 
ting the part of the claim for the keep of the horse at £2 
a week, defendant said he thought that was excessive. 

Cross-examined, defendant said the horse was now 
once more in his possession, and he was quite satisfied 
with him. He paid a man £1 to buy him at the auction 
when he was sold for £35 14s. 

The Judge: So you have got the horse and £50 as 
well out of this transaction? Are you going to sell him 
again ? 

Lee, the first owner of the horse, from whom defend- 
ant had acquired it in October, spoke as to the condition 
of the horse, and stated that up to the time that he 
sold him “there was not a better horse in the world for 
work,” and the only reason he parted with him was 
because he was difficult to shoe. 

His Honour said that whether the horse was suffering 
from an enlargement of the neck or from anything else 
he had no doubt that it was unsound, and he would 
give judgment for the plaintifffor £56 14s.—7'he Dudley 


Chronicle. 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Rabies. Foot- 


cases _ Anthrax and Glanders.t Mange. Swine Fever. 
onfrmd 
Ont- | Ani- Out- | Ani- Sheep} 
Period. |breaks| mals. Out- | Ani- reaks| mals. Scab.| Ont- | Slangh- 
breaks) mals. breaks | tered. * 
Gr. TAIN. | 
‘s Week ended April 5 9 1 1 1 4 136 224 2 45 10 
1918 10 10 102 260 5 14 
1917 | 10 | 2° &| 44] 5]. 59 30 
Total for 14 weeks, 1919 36| 2} 52 | 71 | 19 | 106 4| 20] 2254 | 4537] 194] 320 | 105 
a. di 1918 9€ 110 ’ 9 30 | 1961 | 3852 206 214 83 
ain 1917 190 | 222 10| 19] 1065 | 2269] 397] 611 224i 
1916 131 | 216 | 1 | 24 | 59] 1054| 2581] 153] 1164 | 3611 


(a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Local Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 8, 1919 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked :—Hertford 1, London 8 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


| Outbreaks 
IRELAND. Week ended April 5 PAT 4 
Total for 14 weeks, 1919 ae kas | 1 | 1 48 101 | 14 a7 
Spar Ee | 48 141 6 26 


Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland. (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 7, 1919 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection _ 


: 


